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by Steve Lyon
 The southwest Idaho 
climate is conducive to 
growing a variety of deli-
cious berries in the back-
yard.
 Some berry varieties are 
low maintenance and pro-
duce a lot of fruit once you 
know how to make them 
thrive. 
 They don’t require all 
that much space and many 
plants will do just fine 
in well-drained soil with 
plenty of sun. 
 Of course, the taste of 
sweet berries from the gar-
den versus store bought 
makes the effort to grow 
them worth it.
 For starters, strawber-
ries are a good choice for 
the Weiser area and the ex-
perts note they are one of 
the easiest fruits to grow. 
The key is finding the right 
variety for the area, and 
many local nurseries carry 
varieties that grow well in 
southwest Idaho. 
 They can grow in the 
area’s alkaline soil and can 
tolerate dry summer con-
ditions as long as they get 
sufficient water and full 
sun. 
 Strawberries are hardy 
plants in cold weather 
and can be planted in the 
spring as soon as the soil is 
workable. Strawberries re-
quire fertilization for good 
production, but not right at 
planting. They also make a 
good ground cover, serv-
ing a dual purpose in the 
garden. 
 Raspberries are another 
option in the gardens and 
backyards of southwest 
Idaho. 
 Like strawberries, they 
also can grow in alkaline 
soil and take the dry heat 
of southwest Idaho in the 
summer months. They are 
a cane fruit with a shallow 
root system. It’s impor-

tant to remove any weeds 
around the roots, which 
will compete for nutrients. 
 While native to North 
America, blueberries do 
not like the area’s alkaline 
soils and it must be ad-
justed to increase acidity 
to a pH of 4.5 to 5.5 for 
the plants to grow well. 
Another option is to grow 
them in containers, where 
they do well and look great 
on a patio.
 It has been well-re-
ported that purpleish-blue 
blueberries offer lots of 
health benefits, in addition 
to tasting great. 
 Blueberries need a full 
sun spot to grow. Before 
planting, dig a nice hole 
and remove the native soil. 
Fill it back up with an ac-
id-loving planting mix. 
 Idaho’s soil and water 
are high in alkaline, so 
you’ll need to continue to 
add soil amendments, such 
as sulfur, to maintain a 
low ph level for blueberry 
plants to thrive. The ef-
fort is worth it. Blueberry 
plants can produce up to 
two gallons of berries each 
season. 
 Note: if you’re plant-
ing blueberries for the first 
time, you’ll need at least 
two plants for cross polli-
nation.

 Blackberries are a deli-
cious fruit and a favorite 
for jams. Most varieties 
are cold hardy and can take 
Idaho winters. They have a 
network of roots that are 
perennial, meaning they 
come back every year. 
 Some varieties are 
grown on trellises, where 
they wind and wrap 
around. There are even 
thornless plants that can 
be purchased, such as the 
Chester and Doyle. 
 Once the plants are es-
tablished in a couple of 
years, they will produce a 
bounty of fruit every year. 
Plant them in soils that are 
well-drained and in areas 
of the backyard with lots 
of sun. 
 Like raspberries, the 
plants should be pruned 
annually for the best 
growth and production. 
 Another super tasty 
berry is the western huck-
leberry, a cousin of the 
blueberry, and possibly 
the best pancake topping 
of all. They are  known for 
growing wild in the woods 
and picked by many.
 One issue with huckle-
berry plants is they grow 
really slow, and it can take 
years to see significant 
fruit production. Huckle-
berries need sun and well-

drained soil. They also 
need acidic soils with pH 
levels of 4.0 to 5.5.
 Huckleberries have not 
yet been fully domesticat-
ed, so few nurseries carry 
them. Nurseries that spe-
cialize in native plants sell 
seedlings or transplants. 
Try to obtain plants from 
seed sources with climates 
similar to the Treasure Val-
ley.
 A new addition to some 
berry patches is the Goji 
berry, which does well in 
the Treasure Valley. This 
is a small shrub in the 
Solanacea family (siblings 
with tomatoes, potatoes 
and eggplant). Varieties to 
try include Crimson Star 
(also known as Ningxia 
#1) and Phoenix Tears. 
Both begin bearing fruit 
one to two years after 
planting, although they 
will not reach full produc-
tion for three to five years.
 The bush will produce 
small purple flowers that 
look similar to the flowers 
on nightshade. The berries 
ripen in early fall. Some 
growers say the berries 
are best when dried, like 
raisins, and the plants are 
prolific producers. 
 Some information gath-
ered from University of 
Idaho Extension Service.

Growing a berry patch 
can have sweet rewards

Strawberries are a hardy plant that can take the cold winters and hot summers of southwest Idaho. Plus, 
they are easy to grow and produce delicious fruit. Below, blueberries are another favorite of backyard berry 
growers. They require soil adjustments to grow well in the Treasure Valley’s highly alkaline soils. Blackber-
ries and raspberries are also favorites but watch the thorns. 

827 E. Commercial - 549-0386
Weiser Plumbing Service was established in 1965 by 

Harold and Norma Young.
Serving the Weiser River area, Weiser Plumbing Service is
available to fix all your plumbing needs. They also offer 
retail plumbing supplies. Call their friendly office staff,

Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to schedule an 
appointment. Thank you for your business. 
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Does your kitchen need a spring makeover?
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 Does an air conditioner help with al-
lergies? Yes, if you properly maintain the 
unit.
 Air conditioners can help filter your 
home’s air and control humidity and both 
of these things are important in the al-
lergy world. It’s estimated there are now 
50 million seasonal allergy sufferers in 
America. 
 Properly maintaining your HVAC sys-
tem is the difference between your air 
conditioner helping with those allergies 
or aggravating them. 

How Your Air 
Conditioner Helps

 Whether you suffer from seasonal al-
lergies or year-long allergens like pet 
dander or dust, your air conditioning can 
help you breathe easier. 
 The air conditioner filters out irritant 
air particles and your indoor air quality is 
improved. These particles get stopped by 
the filter and aren’t allowed to continue 
through the system to make their way to 
your lungs.
 Indoor air quality is also improved 
when your home’s humidity is being con-
trolled. Higher levels of humidity breed 
additional allergens like bacteria, mold, 
and mildew. 
 Your air conditioning works hard to 
balance your home’s humidity, thereby 
reducing the instances of these allergens 
and irritants.

When It Doesn’t
 Your air conditioner can help in these 
instances, except when it’s not main-
tained properly. When the maintenance 
on your HVAC system is neglected, your 

indoor air quality is worse. Thus, your al-
lergies may get worse.
 If your filter continues to trap the parti-
cles flowing through the system and isn’t 
changed, those particles build up. With 
nowhere to go, they will blow back into 
your home.
 The same applies to the other allergens 
resulting from higher humidity or damp-
ness. If the humidity builds, or if there 
are leaks somewhere in the system, a 
damp environment now exists. Mold and 
bacteria have free rein to flow through 
your home’s air, adding to the allergens 
you’re breathing.

What You Can Do
 Your air conditioner can help with your 
allergies by taking these steps:
 • Have your air conditioner cleaned 
and maintained regularly, at least once a 
year.
 • Change or clean your air filters regu-
larly.
 • Clean any debris or dust around both 
your outdoor and indoor air conditioner 
units.
 • Dust all indoor registers and returns 
on a regular basis.
 • Inspect your ductwork and HVAC 
unit (drip pan and drain, evaporator coils, 
air handler) for signs of leaks, corrosion, 
or mold.
 • Consider upgrading your air condi-
tioner if over 10 years old.
 • Keep doors and windows closed 
while your air conditioning is running.
 • Consider adding on an air purifier.
 Story provided by Comfort Zone Heat-
ing and Cooling. 
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Does my air conditioner 
help with my allergies?

Spring and summer are the primary pollen seasons. It’s estimated that 50 million 
Americans suffer from seasonal allergies in the U.S. Make sure your air condi-
tioner or HVAC system is filtering out allergens with a checkup or think about 
replacing an air conditioner that is more than 10 years old.  

Recycle Your Stuff for 
Cash in the Classifieds

Weiser Signal American
18 E. Idaho St. • 549-1717

signalamerican.com
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CALL 208-414-3000 NOW FOR 
FREE INSTALLATION!

*Service availability and Internet speeds will depend on location. All prices subject to change. Contact us for 
details. Offer good through June 1, 2018. MENTION PROMO CODE SUMMERAD WHEN YOU CALL.

We all love the lazy days of summer, spent relaxing in a hammock or patio 
chair. You can make those slow-moving moments even better by enjoying 
super-fast Internet from MTE Communications. 

SLOW DOWN YOUR PACE
SPEED UP YOUR INTERNET

*Service availability and Internet speeds will depend on location. All prices subject to change. Contact us 
for details. Offer good through May 1, 2019. MENTION PROMO CODE SUMMERAD WHEN YOU CALL

Sponsor a Flower Basket in Downtown Weiser

Contact VIBE (Visually Improving the Business Environment)
at 208-550-0262 to sponsor

Sponsors will be recognized with a placard by a basket
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There are a few reasons to consider building a raised garden bed. You don’t have to worry about the soil 
quality in your garden for planting because you’ll fill the boxes with the best prepackaged soil. The soil 
drains better and warms up earlier and stays that way longer. It’s a nice setup with boxes and paths between 
them for easy access to garden plants. Best of all, building a raised garden bed is pretty easy to do. 

“The glory of gardening: hands in the 
dirt, head in the sun, heart with na-
ture. To nurture a garden is to feed 
not just on the body, but the soul. 

–Alfred Austin

Dallas Drilling
& Pump Co.

Dallas Drilling
& Pump Co.

“Featuring Solar Pumps Products”
solarbydallasco.com

• Well Drilling & Repair
• Pump Sales & Service

208-549-3799

• Solar Pump 
 Systems

5 West 
Commercial 

Weiser
Kim Hamilton, 

REALTOR®
208-550-2786

Donna Sherbondy, 
REALTOR®

208-739-3122

Silverhawk Realty
Good to know

208-549-4844 • 698 Pioneer Rd.
GET MORE QUALITY MEATS, INC.

Call Today To 
Order 208-549-4844

Trimmed Tri-Tip
$659

lb.

Order
Now

Amy Gluch
REALTOR

amygluch@yahoo.com

1041 W. 5th Street
Weiser, Idaho 83672

Mobile: 
208-871-0156

Office: 
208-642-9316

Licensed in Idaho and Oregon

Director of the Four Rivers 
Association of Realtors

SMOKED HAMS 
FOR EASTER

 There are a whole lot of reasons to 
build raised vegetable gardens. The 
kind that sits above ground within a 
frame made of wood or other mate-
rial. 
 If your land has sandy, claylike, 
or hard-packed soil (or if you don’t 
know the difference), you can pro-
vide perfect conditions for whatever 
you’re keen on growing.
 Plants are lifted out of the way of 
rowdy pets and little ones, and your 
soil warms up earlier and stays that 
way longer, extending the growing 
season and providing gentler con-
ditions for new seeds and delicate 
transplants. 
 Fruits, veggies, and ornamentals 

will send their roots deeper in search 
of water, which means a stronger 
foundation and improved health. 
And raised beds keep your space 
tidy. Best of all, they couldn’t be eas-
ier to make. Especially if you’re get-
ting into growing for the first time, 
you’re going to want some beds of 
your own.

What You’ll Need
 The beauty of this particular raised 
bed build is that it is cheap and easy 
to build. The wood and rebar will 
cost you no more than $50 if you’re 
using untreated pine planks, and the 
entire build can be completed in less 
than an hour’s time. The untreated 
pine might only last five to 10 years, 

but due to the nature of this build, 
each board is easily replaceable 
without taking apart the entire bed.
 For a 4-by-8-foot bed, you’ll need:
 • Two 2-by-12 planks, each 8 feet 
long.
 • Two 2-by-12 planks, each 4 feet 
long.
 • 12 pieces of rebar, each 2 feet 
long.
 • A rubber mallet.
 • Newspaper or cardboard.
 • Soil to fill the finished frame.
 1. Position your boards.
 On a level section of ground, lay 
the boards down with their inner cor-
ners touching. Stand one long board 
on its side, and, using a rubber mal-

How to build a simple 
raised garden bed

No more bending over while you weed!

The basic concept of the raised garden bed looks like this with wood boards and rebar to reinforce the 
boxes. Maybe you will want to grow veggies in some boxes and small fruits in another. Beds should be placed 
where they will receive at least five to six hours of sunlight. Allow enough space between beds for a wheel-
barrow or rototiller to access. 

Beef Brisket
$399

lb.

$429
lb.
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Weiser High School 
Horticulture Class

Plant Sale - Late April
Watch the 

Weiser Signal American 
for Details

Using concrete blocks for a raised garden bed is another option. You can tuck 
herbs into the cavities of the blocks. Orient the garden beds north to south to 
prevent plants from shading each other. 

(208) 860-1992
Karyl Sawyer

REALTOR, Owner/Broker
karyl@sawyerhl.com • sawyerhl.com

Spring Into Action 
Getting ready to sell? Here are a few 

tips to add to the top of your list.
1. Improve your landscaping. Curb appeal is a top prior-
ity, so make sure your yard/garden are in top shape.
2. Clean the outside. Clean the outside of your home, 
including gutters, windows, and screens.
3. Make the front entrance inviting. A fresh coat of paint 
on the door willl make it stand out. Replace/paint faded 
house numbers, and buy a new welcome mat.
4. Call me for more tips to prepare your home for sale!

let, hammer two pieces of rebar 1 foot 
from each corner, a few inches deep into 
the ground.
 2. Prop up the short sides.
 Use a piece of rebar at the center of 
each for temporary support. Next, prop up 
the second long side and adjust the align-
ment of your frame as necessary. Then 
hammer rebar a few inches deep 1 foot 
from each corner of the second long side.
 3. Add more support.
 Hammer rebar a few inches deep a foot 
from each corner of the short sides and 
remove the temporary supports. Add two 
pieces of rebar 2 feet apart along each 
long side. These will reinforce the frame 
when it’s filled with soil. Then hammer in 
the rebar until 6 to 10 inches are exposed 
above ground.
 4. Fill it up.
 Line the bottom of your frame with 
newspaper or cardboard and wet it thor-
oughly. Finally, fill your bed with soil to 
within a few inches of the top.

Concrete Blocks
 Placing the blocks with open ends up 
provides extra growing room. Tuck herbs 
or decorative flowers into the cavities.

Space
 Build your beds somewhere that receives 
at least five to six hours of daily sunlight – 
the more, the better. Orient them north to 
south to prevent plants from shading each 
other out. Beds should be at least a foot 
wide, though no more than 4 feet across to 
make weeding and harvesting manageable. 
Six to 8 feet long is typical and cost-effec-
tive. Ten to 14 inches is an ideal height to 
accommodate strong roots. Leave at least 
2 or 3 feet between beds for walking and 
wheelbarrow access.

Wood
 The brilliance of a plank-and-rebar de-
sign is that each individual wall is easily 
replaced. Try naturally rot-resistant va-
rieties of wood, such as oak, cedar, and 

redwood.
Soil

 You want the kind that’s dark, rich, and 
loaded with microorganisms. Fill your 
beds with a mix of 50-60 percent good-
quality topsoil and 40-50 percent well-
aged compost. 
 Before each new growing season, test 
your soil for pH and nutrient content. You 
can buy a kit at most home-improvement 
stores. If your test shows a need for ad-
ditional nutrients like nitrogen and potas-
sium, raise levels by working in amend-
ments such as bone meal and kelp. Dress 
beds with an additional ½ inch of compost 
later in the growing season to increase or-
ganic matter and boost soil health.

Plants
 If you’re building your beds in high 
summer, it’s not too late to plant fall crops. 
Sow seeds like carrots and lettuce directly 
into the soil, or buy midseason transplants 
for crops like kale and broccoli. 
 If you’d rather wait until next year to 
plant, cover the soil in your new raised 
beds with a mixture of grass clippings and 
shredded leaves in autumn – the material 
will compost before you’re ready to start 
in spring.

Water
 Raised beds have fantastic drainage, 
which is great for plant health, but they 
dry out quickly. Give your plants a long 
drink in the early evening, but check them 
again on hot summer afternoons. If the 
soil is dry, it’s a real scorcher outside, or 
you live in a hot and arid climate, water 
again. 
 A programmable drip-irrigation system 
(try a starter kit from dripworks.com) is 
inexpensive and convenient, delivering 
consistent moisture straight to plant roots. 
Invest in a timer component to save mon-
ey and water.
 Article provided by K Hardware of 
Weiser.

Let My Experience and 
Dedication Work For You!

Roundup® 1.1 gal.
Ready-to-Use
Weed & Grass Killer  
 L 161 435 B4

14.99
18.99
-4.00

SALE
PRICE
MAIL-IN
REBATE*

*Limit 2 per household.

1.33 gal. Ready-to-Use Vegetation
Killer, 27.99 after $4 mail-in
rebate*
Consumer responsible for taxes.
While supplies last.

L176 327 B4

Preen® 4.93 lb. Extended
Control Weed Preventer  
 L 231 291 B4

13.99
-5.00

locations. *Limit 1 per household. Consumer
responsible for taxes. While supplies last

18.99SALE
PRICE
MAIL-IN
REBATE*

May not be available in all

YOUR CHOICE

15.99
Four Seasons Courtyard®
2 pk. Solar Spot Lights
T 241 590 B6
6 pk. Solar LED Path Lights
T 241 353 B8
While supplies last.

BARGAINS MONTHOF THE ®

39.99
Promier® Kuadrant
Lantern
E 247 181 4
While supplies last.

5/$15
Green Thumb® 2 cu. ft.
Premium Colored Mulch
L 192 210, 212, 213; 186 457, 458, 459;
200 424, 425, 426; 201 763, 764, 765

YOUR CHOICE

While supplies last.

Miracle-Gro®
1 cu ft. Potting Mix
L 462 572 B65

5.99
7.99

-2.00
SALE
PRICE
MAIL-IN
REBATE*

*Limit 2 per
household. Consumer responsible
for taxes. While supplies last.

Sale ends 4/30/19

©2019 True Value Company LLC

TV-AD-15049

Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®.

Ontario Rock & Landscape Supplies

2090 NW 11th St. • Ontario, OR 97914 • (541) 889-7866 • www.ontariorock.net

Artificial Turf, Bark and Full Line 
of Water Feature Supplies

Natural Stone for Paths, 
Patios, Steps and more

Vintage Ranch

Montana Veneer

NEW
PRODUCT

Follow us on Facebook for our “Demo Days” and Anniversary Sale

1101 State St.
 Weiser, ID 83672

208-549-0424
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 Spring has sprung out here on the 
Weiser Flat. The birds are chirping, squir-
rels are making my cats all jittery at the 
window, garlic is already growing in the 
garden, and with all this sunshine I can 
see just how dirty our walls are. Ugh! 
 I cannot turn around without seeing yet 
another wall with some sort of smudge or 
fingerprint on it, but if I start to clean one 
wall I will have to clean them all, and I 
am not prepared for that kind of weekend. 
 I decided we’d tackle the kitchen first 
because it is the smallest family living 
space and has the worst walls. The kitch-
en is where all the meals are prepped, 
days at work or school are talked about, 
dogs try to sneak in for a fallen treat, and 
where Mt. Dish resides. 
 This is also the room where I, very oc-
casionally, will leave a burner on after 
cooking and cause a little smoke to may-
be hit the ceiling and create this really 
cool sunburst pattern that I maybe think 
should be re-created in paint, maybe. 
 Okay, not maybe. We did it, but that is 
jumping ahead, so let’s take a step back 
and discuss the eww that is going on 
behind the stove. I do not now, but will 
very soon, have a vent hood. Until then 
cooking with oil creates this mosaic of oil 
splatters on the wall behind and around 
the stove. 
 Don’t get me wrong. I wash the stove 
regularly as well as wipe down the knobs 
and the wall behind it, but lighting in our 
kitchen is another issue to be worked out 
so I did not see what I was not getting. 
 After much debate, my daughter and I 
decided on a really great teal color to put 
on that exact wall and cover the cabinets 
and coffee bar we are putting in a dark 
stain to really set it off. Time to clean!  
 I have scoured the internet, and when I 

say internet I mean Pinterest, for ways to 
clean greasy walls and countertops with 
ease. The solution: there is no such thing 
as ease to cleaning up a greasy, hairy 
(due to cats) mess. Patience is involved, 
crouching is going to happen and press-
ing the scrub brush into the wall to the 
point of possible denting is inevitable. 
 I don’t know about you, but when I de-
cide I want to paint, have the can sitting 
next to me with a roller, I do not want to 
stop and clean a dern wall! Stop we did, 
though. Did you know that even if you 
paint over the mess some things will seep 
out through the paint? 
 There were smokers in our home be-
fore. I know because our bathroom off the 
laundry room has yellow grossness on the 
ceiling and walls even though it was all 
pristinely painted when we moved in.  
 So, again, after scouring and not find-
ing anything super helpful I found the so-
lution in my Grandmother’s old cookbook 
of all places. In the back there is a whole 
section on how to clean your home, get 
out stains, good preserving practices and 
much more. 
 As always, vinegar, baking soda and 
dish soap are your best friends. Are you 
ready for your tip of the day? Separate 
these ingredients into three different 
bowls, dilute each with water and work in 
rounds for the best results. 
 My daughter took the soap and wa-
ter, scrubbed off the initial layer, I came 
behind her with a baking soda paste and 
kind of just smeared it on the wall and 
baseboard and then used a scrub brush 
in diluted vinegar and scrubbed over the 
baking soda. 
 After all that is done my girl came be-
hind one more time with some warm wa-
ter and cleaned it all off and viola! A clean 

If you are tired of looking at dingy walls, it might be a good time to paint. There 
is simple covering the walls and then there is getting creative. Casey Hoskins 
and her daughter decided to give the kitchen a new look with a sunrise. It’s also 
important to clean the walls first to get rid of dirt and grease.

Thank You for your support as we opened 
for business one year ago. Please come and 
visit us for all of your pottery, planting and 

landscape needs.
Live life...In full bloom

Look at our 
flowers and 
compare them to 
anyone else!

Make your yard 
and garden as 
beautiful as...
SPRING
ITSELF

MOTHER’S DAY

FREE PLANT
For Your Mother

With any purchase of $50 or more 
before May 12th

Q: Would Mom like a flower in a vase that will be dead 
next week, or a potted plant?
A: Uh...seriously???

May
12th

6340 HWY 95 • FRUITLAND

208.420-6256

A little paint can give a 
room a brand new look
Prep first with a good cleaning
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Tiny voles have a big appetite for garden plants
The meadow vole is the most common species of vole in southwest Idaho. The rodent does not hibernate in the winter and is actively looking for food all year long. 
With their voracious appetites, voles can be a destructive pest in the garden and the backyard. They feed on all kinds of plants and will eat the roots of perennials 
and root crops. They also like to eat the bark off the bottom of trees. Although their lifespan is short, vole numbers can explode if conditions are right.  

Rodent loves to feed on roots of perennials and root crops in the garden
by Steve Lyon
 The relatively mild winter and abun-
dant moisture could result in a larger 
population of a common pest this spring 
and summer in the Treasure Valley.
 Much to the dismay of gardeners, 
homeowners and farmers, vole numbers 
can explode when conditions are favora-
ble and usually go in cycles. Vole popu-
lations tend to rapidly grow about every 
five years. They have a short lifespan but 
they reproduce quickly. A young vole 
reaches maturity in a month.
 The meadow vole is the most com-
mon vole species in Idaho. Voles are of-
ten mistaken for mice and are sometimes 
called meadow mice. 
 One easy way to tell the difference be-
tween mice and voles is the tail length. 
Mice have tails that equal about half of 
their body length, while voles have much 
shorter tails. Voles are stockier than mice 
and also have larger eyes and smaller, 
less prominent ears. 
 Voles are not moles, though the names 
sound familiar and both are burrowing 
animals that create tunnels. Voles are ro-
dents and moles are not. Voles use small 
entry and exit holes in the ground but do 
not push up mounds of dirt like moles do.
 The evidence that voles are present can 
be seen in the trails and runways they cre-
ate across lawns in their constant search 
for food. Voles also will have open golf-
ball-sized holes to go in and out of tun-
nels. Lawns that are in proximity to wild-
land growth will see more voles and more 
damage to their lawns. They have a home 
range of about one-fourth of an acre. 

 With their voracious appetites, voles 
can be a destructive pest in the garden 
by feeding on a wide range of plants. Ac-
cording to one source, a single vole can 
consume 41 pounds of plant material a 
year. 
 Voles feed on roots and stems, grass, 
seeds, bulbs and tubers. They will eat the 
roots of perennials and root crops, such 
as potatoes, turnips, carrots, tomatoes and 
other vegetables in the summer months.
 Voles can damage trees and shrubs by 
gnawing off the bark near the base. The 
damage usually occurs from a few inches 
above ground to a few inches below the 
soil. They can burrow into the roots of 
landscaping shrubs and their teeth are ex-
cellent for destroying tree roots. 
 Voles are active all year around and 
do not hibernate in the winter. Even with 
deep snow on the ground voles can be ac-
tive in winter. Voles do not stockpile or 
store food, so they are forced out of ne-
cessity to seek food every day of the year. 
 There are a few ways to control voles 
if they become a problem, both lethal, 
through the use of toxic baits, and non-
lethal.
 Voles populations are only partially 
controlled by predators. Coyotes, foxes, 
badgers, weasels and especially hawks 
and owls eat voles. Most predators don’t 
hunt close to homes or gardens where 
control is needed. Cats can help take a 
toll on the vole population. Some home-
owners in rural areas have put up owl 
boxes to help control the rodents.
 Habitat modification can be an effec-
tive first step. Voles do not like running 

across bare ground and prefer cover when 
feeding. Try clearing four of five feet 
around the edge of the garden as a buffer. 
Remove their cover by keeping the lawn 
or field mowed short. 
 Install barriers that exclude voles from 
damaging vegetation. Protect plants in 
the garden, flowerbed or yard with netted 
wire installed six inches below soil level 
to about six inches above the ground. In-
stall aluminum flashing material around 
plants to serve as entry barriers if evi-
dence of vole activity if found. 
 For trees, there are special plastic 
tree guards and mesh barriers that can 
be wrapped around the trunk to prevent 
voles from chewing the bark. Bury the 
mesh at least six inches below the soil so 
voles can’t burrow under it. Make sure it 
is tall enough to extend above the snow 
cover. Keep an area three feet in diam-
eter around the trunk of each tree cleared 
of vegetation. A thin layer of mulch can 
be a simple method to create bare ground 
around trees. 
 Ordinary wooden mousetraps can help 
at reducing vole numbers. They work 
best for smaller yards and where the pop-
ulation is concentrated in a small area. 
A dozen traps is probably the minimum 
number to use for a small garden. 
 Place the traps flush with the ground 
and at right angles to surface runways. 
Traps can be baited with peanut but-
ter, oatmeal or apple slices. There also 
are humane traps, such as the Havahart 
brand, for sale that capture voles alive for 
release elsewhere.
 Check the traps every day and remove 

and bury any dead voles caught in snap 
traps. Wear gloves when handling voles 
to avoid coming into contact with any 
harmful organisms. Keep the traps away 
from pets and children.
 Odor repellents are also available to 
deter voles and create a protective barrier, 
although their effectiveness is sometimes 
questioned. Some are based on natural 
ingredients such as castor oil. Ultrasonic 
repellers are a short-term solution to a 
vole problem. Rodents will become ac-
customed to all kinds of noises.
 Finally, toxic baits can be the quick-
est and most practical means to control 
voles. Bait can be purchased at many 
hardware stores and farm supply stores. 
Those formulated for gophers also can 
work for voles but read the label to make 
sure. 
 Toxic baits can be especially effective 
in the fall and winter when voles are short 
of food. Brand names include VoleX, 
Kaput combo bait mini blocks, Talpirid 
mole bait and the list goes on.
 Many toxic baits must be placed in bait 
stations, or enclosed feeding devices, to 
prevent other animals from ingesting the 
poison. Place bait stations in runways or 
next to burrows so voles will find them. 
If using granules, place them directly 
into the vole’s tunnel. Take the neces-
sary measures to make sure children, pets 
and nontarget animals are safe from toxic 
baits.
 Dispose of any dead voles or spilled 
bait so they cannot be eaten by any oth-
er bird or animal that could also end up 
coming in contact with the toxic bait.

wall. I think scrub brushes are key because 
they agitate the grime better than a rag can.
 My daughter and I painted up the wall and 
then she, being the budding artist that she is, 
painted part of the ceiling to look like rolling 
hills with a sunrise coming over it. I really 
love it. The coffee bar is stained and in place 
with some of our colorful dishware but there 
is still a rolly-cart to stain and an upper cabi-
net to put up so the vent hood has something 
to hang from. 

 Yes, I am giving you pictures of a partially 
done kitchen but that just means you need to 
follow along and find out how it progresses. 
I haven’t even told you about the valance 
I’m putting up. It ain’t your grandma’s val-
ance.  
 Until our next coffee break have a won-
derful day, enjoy the sunshine and get to 
scrubbin’!  
 Article provided by Casey Hoskins from 
Casey Girl Designs in Weiser.
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Give a room a new look with paint



525 State St. • Weiser Idaho  • 208.549-2246
www.shoppeoples.com

Furniture . Flooring . Appliances . Electronics

Mammoth Sectional 
with Ottoman
$3249

Twin
$299

Twin
$329

Clark Reclining Sectional
$2169

King 4 Piece
Bedroom Suite

1 Year No 
Interest 

Financing
See Store 
for Details

Bella Sofa and Love Seat 

$999

White or Iron

Chest Freezer
$259

Upright Freezer
Adjustable Temperature 

Control, Frost-Free 
Operation, Lock with

Opt-out key

$649

Avery Sectional 
$1349

Iria 
Bed 

Frame

$1699

Top Freezer 
Refrigerator

$649

Dishwasher
White

$329

Electric Range
Frozen Bake Technology
Guided Cooktop Controls

Flexheat Dual Radiant Elements

$949

3.8 cu. ft. capacity
Power Wash® Agitator

Power Wash® Cycle

Large 7.0 cu. ft. capacity
Wrinkle control option

Heavy-duty motor

Washer & Dryer 
Set

$1100
Heat Drying System

Fits up to 14 Place Settings
Energy Star Rated

Clear Dairy Bin
Humidity Controlled 

Crisper Drawers
Full width Freezer Shelf

Free 
Cushion 

Coil 
Upgrade


	Binder 2
	Home and Garden 2019


