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INSIDE TODAY

Check out the “Expedition” 
special section. It’s your guide 
to places to see and fun things 
to do in southwest Idaho. 
Adventure awaits!

Job of fighting fires made 
even more difficult with 
triple-digit temperatures

‘Yes, we missed it and we’re glad to be back,’ one lunch regular said

Weiser rural fire department responds 
to three fires in grain fields in five days

Rita Shaw, left, and Lorraine Hendry had lunch at the Weiser 
senior center on Monday. The center reopened for dining after 
a five-month closure due to COVID-19. Photo by Steve Lyon

Firefighters with the Weiser Area Rural Fire Department pour water on a burning tire service truck in a wheat field near 
Annex, Ore., on Friday. The truck drove into the field to fix a flat tire on a piece of farm equipment and is believed to have 
ignited the fire. It was a total loss. Less than an acre of the field burned. Friday’s fire on Noble Road was one of three fires in 
grain fields that rural firefighters were called to put out in the past five days. Photo by Steve Lyon

see JOBLESS, Page 8

see FIRES, Page 8

County’s jobless 
rate takes a big 
drop in June

Weiser Senior and Community Center reopens 
for lunch after closure that lasted five months

see PLAN, Page 8

see CENTER, Page 8

Draft reopening 
plan released 
for Weiser 
schools
COVID-19 transmission 
will determine level of 
instruction offered

by Steve Lyon
 Washington County’s unem-
ployment rate dropped signifi-
cantly in June, a sign that the 
local economy is rebounding 
after COVID-19 restrictions 
were lifted.
 The county’s jobless rate fell 
from a revised number of 8.4 
percent in May to 5.9 percent 
in June. There were 275 people 
looking for work in June in 
the county compared to 390 
in May, according to the Idaho 

by Steve Lyon
 The Weiser Area Rural Fire Department 
responded to the third fire involving a grain 
field in five days on a sweltering Sunday 
afternoon.
 Firefighters not only battled flames but 
also hot temperatures. Weiser and the Trea-
sure Valley have been gripped in a heat 

wave since last Wednesday that brought 
triple-digit temperatures daily through Sun-
day. 
 WARFD fire crews were dispatched to a 
reported fire in a grain field located north of 
the Cove Road bridge at 4:12 on Sunday. 
A combine located near the road was fully 
engulfed in flames and the fire had already  
burned about five acres when they arrived. 
 Assistant fire chief John Stuart said 
the farmer had just started havesting the 
grain field when the fire started. The older 
combine he was using is believed to have 
caused the fire. The flames moving through 

the wheat field in the 104-degree heat were 
tall and hot.
 The fire burned about eight acres of grain 
before firefighters fully extinguised it. Fire 
crews spent about 90 minutes in total tack-
ling the fire and then hitting hot spots. 
 One member of the rural fire department 
suffered minor burns in the incident. He 
was taken to Weiser Memorial Hospital to 
get checked out.
 On Friday morning, firefighters were 
called out to a grain field on fire on Noble 

by Steve Lyon
 Rita Shaw and Lorraine 
Hendry were glad to see the 
Weiser Senior and Commu-
nity Center reopen on Monday 
after the COVID-19 pandemic 
closed it five months ago.
 For Shaw, Hendry, and 
many other seniors, the week-
day lunch at the center is more 
than a meal. It is the opportu-
nity to socialize for an hour or 
two and get out of the house. 
 “Yes, we missed it and 
we’re glad to be back,” Hen-
dry said.
 There were only a dozen 
seniors at the center on Mon-
day. It has not yet been widely 
publicized that the senior cen-
ter has reopened and is serving 
lunch Monday through Friday.

 Shaw and Hendry, who 
have been regulars for lunch 
at the center for nearly three 
years, heard about the reopen-
ing on Monday through word 
of mouth. 
 “It’s about time it reopened. 
We missed it,” Shaw said. 
“This is our home away from 
home.”
 The reopening for sit-down 
dining came with a few safe-
ty precautions. Tables were 
spread out and there were 
only four chairs at each table 
instead of the previous eight. 
The senior center is not offer-
ing a salad bar yet.
 Senior center director Kathy 
Huerta said seniors will still 

by Steve Lyon
 The Weiser School District 
released a draft plan to reopen 
schools that bases the level of in-
struction offered on the amount of 
community transmission of CO-
VID-19 that is occurring.
 Right now, the school district 
intends to begin the school year on 
Aug. 20 with schools open and stu-
dents attending class in-person and 
with safety precautions in place. 
 District officials will assess the 
amount of community spread of 
COVID-19 closer to the proposed 
start date in consultation with 
Southwest District Health.
 Superintendent Wade Wilson 

EXPEDITION
Your Guide to Southwest Idaho Attractions

Weiser 
Midvale 
Cambridge 
Council
New Meadows
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Spruce up your home for spring!

Home Decor • Dishware • Wall Art • Lighting

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

Keep the numbers of these locally owned businesses
on hand for all of your service and shopping needs.

CEDARS
Handyman Service

WeDo It All!
References Gladl

y Provided

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

THE PAINT
GUYS
Spring Specials

Going On Now

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

PERCY
PAVING

Spring Driveway S
pecials

Crack-Free Guara
ntee

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

Grain Cabinet
Refacing

Save Time & Mone
y With Refacing

Free Estimates

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

HI-DEF ELECTRONIC
S

Home Theaters

Handheld Devices

HD TVs

Speakers & more

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsit
e.com

A&D
Financial Consultants

FREE Financial

Consultation

Call for your appointme
nt.

1234 Main St. • Anyto
wn

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

1234 Main St. • Anytown • 000-000-0000 • www.namewebsite.com
Veneer Boutique

Hurry In Today!

Save 25% Off
All Business Wear
Offer ends Date.

To advertise in our next specialty Business
Directory, call 000-000-0000, ext. 000.

Link’d Up Techies
Complete Computer Repair &

Support

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

Boro Travel Agency
Beach Vacation Pack

ages

Starting at$300 for 4 nights

Cruise Specials

Starting at$600 for 4 nights

Book online & save! Visit www.n
amewebsite.com today!

1234 Main St. • A
nytown • 000-000-0000

221 E. Court
Weiser414-1234

A Life Remembered

URGENT 
CARE 

CLINIC

Affordable 1 Stop Medical Care

Weiser, ID
(208) 414-8440

Ontario, OR
(541) 889-8410

www.physiciansprimarycare.org

FARM
COMMERCIAL
IRRIGATION,  INC.

431 E. First
Weiser

208-549-1907 1-800-390-1520

The Body Factory
“Auto Body Repair by 

Bob & Reba Elson”
208-452-4377

2310 N. Whitley Dr. 
Fruitland

Advertise Your Business Here
Contact Sheri Smit 
208-549-1717 or 

ads@signalamerican.com

Travis Hata
CCB #209990

hataelectric@yahoo.com

208.740.4843 Ontario, Oregon

Gift Subscriptions
 Make a Great Gift
Call  549-1717

GLENN’S TRACTOR

Courteous • Competent • Caring

Shaffer Jensen
Memory Chapel

www.shaffer-jensenchapel.com

208-642-3333

Auto
SERVICE

FARMERS SUPPLY

COOPERATIVE
265 E. Commercial•208-549-0584

Weiser, Idaho

Our Town Family 
Dentistry

W. Jason Carter, D.D.S.
William N. Carter, D.D.S.

Megan Lee, R.D.H.

(208) 414-4444
39 W. Idaho Street

Weiser, Idaho 83672

Ford•Lincoln•Mercury
Chrysler•Plymouth•Dodge•Jeep

Hwy. 95 So. • 208-549-3310
www.hometownmotors.com

Steve & Kiley Stuchlik
Attorneys at Law

Delivering peace of mind 
through legal planning.

Estate Planning • Probate
Real Property • Transactions
350 E. Liberty Street, Weiser

208-414-1652
Find us on Facebook and at 

www.stuchliklaw.com 1401 East 6th, Weiser 208-549-1332

Big Enough To
Serve You... 

Small Enough To
Know You... 

Dallas Drilling & 
Pump Co.

Well drilling and repair
Pump sales and service

Solar pump systems

208-549-3799
solarbydallasco.com

PLBC - 13403

WEISER 
PLUMBING

SERVICE, LLC
“Serving the community 

for over 50 years”

827 E. Commercial St.
Weiser, Idaho 83672

208-549-0386



Have News 
to 

Report?
Call 

549-1717
 or email

news@signal
american.com

Sell Your Stuff 
In The 

Classifieds! 
Call 549-1717

Rentals

C&B Storage
Units Available

5x10 & 10x10 units
Call

208-549-0646

Real Estate

Weiser Valley Landscape
Tree and shrub trimming and 

removal, stump grinding, rock/
bark/stone installation and 

repair, fine grading and fencing.

Rex Shippy 208-602-0987

HUGGINS CONSTRUCTION

208-549-1551 

FULL SERVICE 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

and
Local Backhoe Service & 
Septic Tank/Leach 1-1100

40 Years in Business

RCT3513

WEISER SIGNAL AMERICAN
Proudly serving the Weiser River Valley since 1882

Shippy Lawn Mowing 

You Grow It,
We Mow It!!

Curtis 208-830-4459

Classifieds Sell! Call 549-1717

Gift  Subscriptions 
Make the Perfect Gift! 

 Call 208-549-1717
signalamerican.com

Services

Secluded remodeled home located in the city but has a country 
feel with a short walk from back yard to the Weiser River. 3 bed 
& 2 bath offers updated flooring, granite counter tops, 28x30 shop 
& gravel driveways for RV parking. $339,000.

Wanted

www.selectpropertiesllc.com

Rod Panike- Broker- 550-1414
Gilbert Ball - 550-0117
Amber Moore - 405-8164

Skip Davis - 550-1420
Earl Henderson - 741-9481
Julie Chandler - 550-1121

Alicia Cavazos - 901-0467
Michelle Charlton-Panike - Office Manager

524 E. 7th, Weiser
OFFICE - 208-549-2112

Melanie Davidson-Hickey • 208-861-3721
Francene Hickey • 208-550-0233

Katie Rollins • 208-585-8604
Lena Barbot • 208-860-1612

Stefanie Lancaster • 208-741-4010

504 State Street • Weiser, ID 83672
This week’s featured listing:

WEISER SMALL ACREAGE - Looking for the perfect small 
acre parcel w/ room & outbuildings for work, storage, & more...
this is the spot! 1750 SF home on just under 3 acres with mul-
tiple outbuildings, and located on a dead end road. $369,500

Entry Level Field Technician
Cambridge Telephone Co., Inc.  is looking 
to fill the entry level role of Field Technician 
that will report to our Cambridge, Idaho of-
fice. As a Field Technician, you will be re-
sponsible for installations and on-premise 
support.  
This will be a full-time position. For com-
plete information pertaining to this position 
and application instructions please visit: ht-
tps://ctctele.com/careers/

Laramie Shippy
 Lawn Care

208-550-7126

Lawn Mowing • Rototilling
Shrub and Tree Trimming

208-550-7126

Wanted – News Editor
Weiser Signal American

The Weiser Signal American is seeking 
a community focused news editor who is 
unafraid to dig into the local news scene.

This job encompasses a variety of re-
sponsibilities — generating story ideas, 
long-range planning, copyediting, writ-
ing, meeting deadlines and multitasking. 
For this management position, you must 
have excellent communication skills and 
work well with a variety of personality 
types, both in the newsroom and in the 
local communities.

We offer a competitive salary, health in-
surance and paid vacation days. Please 
submit a cover letter, your resume and 
two examples of your best work to:

Weiser Signal American
18 E. Idaho St. • Weiser, ID
idahofiddler@yahoo.com
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Myrtle Alston
 Myrtle Alston, 89, of 
Ontario, Ore., died July 
27, 2020 at a local hos-
pital. Arrangements by 
Lienkaemper Chapel, On-
tario.

Emma Ruth Petterson
 Emma Ruth Petterson, 
95, of Nyssa, Ore., died 
Aug. 1, 2020 at home. Ar-
rangements by Lienkaem-
per Chapel, Nyssa. 

Jack F. Sams
 Jack F. Sams, 77, of On-
tario, Ore., died July 26, 
2020 at home. Arrange-
ments by Lienkaemper 
Chapel, Ontario.

Daniel Delbert 
Ledington

 Daniel Delbert Leding-
ton, 62, of Ontario, Ore., 
passed away July 30, 2020 
at Legacy Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Portland, Ore. 
Arrangements are under 
the direction of Shaffer-
Jensen Memory Chapel, 
Payette.

Brad Hunt
 Brad Hunt, 65, of Weis-
er, Idaho, passed away 
July 30, 2020 in Weiser.  
Arrangements under the 
direction of Thomason Fu-
neral Home.

Francis Florez
 Francis Florez, 64, of 
Fruitland, Idaho, passed 
away at her home July 31, 
2020. Arrangements under 
the direction of Haren-
Wood Funeral Chapel, On-
tario.

Death Notices
Jimmy Tom Norman 

Bradshaw
 Jimmy Tom Norman 
Bradshaw, 82, of Ontario, 
Ore., died July 25, 2020 
at a local care home. Ar-
rangements by Lienkaem-
per Chapel, Ontario. 

Erma Coleman
 Erma Coleman, 94, of 
Ontario, Ore., died July 30, 
2020 in Boise. Arrange-
ments by Lienkaemper 
Chapel, Ontario. 

Herman J. Jungk Jr.
 Herman J. Jungk Jr., 99, 
of Ironside, Ore., passed 
away July 31, 2020 at his 
home in Ironside. Arrange-
ments are under the direc-
tion of Haren-Wood Fu-
neral Chapel, Ontario.

Evangelist Ernie Salinas brings message 
to Cornerstone Assembly on Aug. 9

Weiser blood drive coming Aug. 5
 Weiser’s quarterly blood drive will be held on Wednesday, Aug. 5, from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Vendome.  Please call Alex Chavarria at 208-602-7138 for an ap-
pointment.  Appointments are preferred but we will attempt to accommodate drop-
ins as well. Precautions will be made to ensure everyone’s safety. Donors must 
wear a face mask and maintain social distancing. Your blood could save a life.

Weed Advisory Board
 The Washington County Weed Advisory Board will hold its regular 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 11, at 7 p.m. at the Washington County 
Weed Department located at 1118 E. Court St., Weiser, Idaho. The public 
is welcome to attend.

 Cornerstone Assembly of God 
Church in Weiser will welcome evan-
gelist Ernie Salinas 
to Sunday services on 
Aug. 9.  
 Salinas received 
God’s call to be a pastor 
in 1973, completed the 
Berean School of the 
Bible, and began a life 
of pastoring for over 25 
years.  
 His wife, Karol, has 
served alongside him 
for 47 years.  They have 
pastored small churches 
of 30 and served as pas-
tors in churches over 
1,400 people; always 
striving to fully serve 
the Lord in whatever 
capacity He has called 
them.  
 In 2001, God called Ernie and 
Karol to their ministry of church and 
mission evangelism. Their calling 

complements local churches in reach-
ing and ministering, teaching all how 

to live in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  
 Since 2001, they 
have ministered 
in Europe, Africa, 
Central America, 
and throughout the 
United States.
 Everyone is in-
vited to hear Sali-
nas’ message on 
Aug. 9 at 10:30 
a.m. and again at 
6 p.m. at Corner-
stone Assembly of 
God.  The church 
is located on the 
corner of East 
Court Street and 
East 5th Street in 
Weiser.  

 For more information about this 
event, contact Pastor Mark Burgess 
at (208) 549-2103.

The weather was great on Saturday to take an art class in Weiser’s City Park. The painting session was taught by Bonnie Akbar, the owner of Artful Bon’s studio in 
downtown Weiser. Everyone painted the same sunrise scene under Akbar’s instruction. Penny Burris, above, works on her painting. Photo by Steve Lyon

by Steve Lyon
 Temperatures dropped into the mid-
90s this week following consecutive days 
of triple-digit heat in Weiser and across 
most of the 
Treasure Valley.
 A strong high 
pressure sys-
tem parked over 
Idaho was re-
sponsible for the 
above-average 
temperatures as 
the month of July 
came to a close. 
An extreme heat 
advisory issued by the National Weather 
Service for southwest Idaho last Wednes-
day expired on Sunday night.
 A sampling of the hot temperatures 
around the valley revealed Weiser 
reached 105 degrees on July 29 and July 
30. Ontario hit 105 degrees on July 30 
and 107 degrees on July 31. Mountain 
Home roasted with 105 degrees on July 
29 and 106 degrees on July 31. 
 Even the mountains experienced tem-
peratures that were 10 degrees or more 
above average. Payette Lake was the 
place to cool off as McCall reached 94 
degrees on July 31. July was a dry month 
in McCall as well, with less than one-
tenth of an inch of rain recorded.
 No records were broken during the 
heatwave. Boise’s high temperature of 
105 degrees on July 30 was one degree 
shy of a record for the date, according to 
the NWS. 

 There was scant precipitation in July 
and precipitation totals for the month are 
below average. Although July is a pre-
dictibly dry month, it still averages .20 to 

.30 inches of rain. 
Some areas of the 
western end of the 
Treasure Valley 
reported not much 
more than a trace 
of rain for the en-
tire month.
 Those who 
could not avoid 
the heat by staying 
indoors with air 

conditioning had to weather the triple-
digit temperatures for consecutive days.
 Weiser postmaster Chad Franklin said 
mail carriers started their day 30 minutes 
early at 7 a.m. on the hottest days. The 
post office has a “safety standup” briefing 
every morning during heatwaves and oth-
er weather-related conditions that could 
impact mail carriers.
 There are posters on the wall in the 
post office that provide information on 
potential heat-related illnesses like heat-
stroke and heat exhaustion. Staying hy-
drated is important during the heatwave. 
Employees can take a break if the heat 
gets to be too much.
 “We drink a lot of water,” he said.
 If it was hot in southwest Idaho, it was 
sizzling in the desert Southwest, with 
Phoenix reaching 116 degrees last Thurs-
day. Las Vegas was 110 degrees at 1:30 
p.m. on Thursday.

Art in the Park

Temperatures back to seasonal 
average following heatwave
Weiser swelters with multiple days of triple-digit temperatures

Coming Up

Evangelist Ernie Salinas 
will be the guest speaker 
at Cornerstone Assembly of 
God Church on Aug. 9. 
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by Joanne Braden
 Well, here we are once again with not 
much news to report. Are you as tired as I 
am of all the dis-
sention? To stay 
at home or not? 
To wear a mask 
or not?  To keep 
your distance 
or not? Will we 
have our lives 
back to normal 
or not? There are 
many more “or nots” in this mess!
 The good news is that, although there 
are deaths, the percentage is low com-
pared to the percentage of cases reported.
 I just take it one day at a time. I do what 
I have to do, throw in a couple of things I 
want to do, and keep in touch with friends 
and family. Stress I do not need, so I am 
planning on keeping a positive attitude so 
the “or not” can’t get me. Lol.
 The Weiser Senior and Community 

Center opened on Aug. 1. Everyone can 
still get a great meal, complete with des-
sert, for only $5. Just call (208) 414-0750 
in early morning, to order. Then come to 
pick up at noon. 
 Meals on Wheels took a real hit on 
funding this year due to the fact that the 
main fundraiser, the National Oldtime 
Fiddlers’ Contest, was cancelled for the 
first time ever. People are being very 
generous with their great donations. We 
would appreciate any donations you can 
give, because the price of groceries has 
skyrocketed, plus some things are getting 
scarce. 
 You can pick up a monthly menu when 
you pick up your meal, or just drop by 
and pick one up as you’re passing by. 
We really appreciate Kathy and Harold 
and the other workers and volunteers that 
have kept on serving us through this try-
ing time, Thank you all.
 Love to you all. Stay healthy, stay posi-
tive and be wise. Hugz, Joanne

Weiser Senior Center is open

Cambridge Lumber

Ken Bartoschek asked Love INC of Washington County if the nonprofit could help 
build a ramp to assist his wife Nancy to access their Weiser home. The project 
came together with donated materials and numerous volunteers offering their 
time and expertise. Sadly, Ken’s wife died before she could use the ramp. 

by Sara Lundberg
 Love In the Name of Christ (Love 
INC), along with many volunteers and 
donors within the Weiser community, 
saved the day for a Weiser couple as the 
nonprofit organization both funded and 
built a mobility ramp leading to their 
front door. 
 Earlier this year, Ken Bartoschek ap-
proached Weiser’s Love INC with a per-
sonal need. As his  wife Nancy had begun 
having trouble moving around and walk-
ing up and down stairs, the steps leading 
to their front door needed to be replaced 
with a ramp. 
 Love INC director Pam Burris heard 
his request and got the project going. She 
reached out to some of Weiser’s locals, 
looking for helpers and volunteers. The 
project required plenty of materials and 
people to build the ramp. 
 Champion Homes helped the cause by 
donating much of the material needed to 
build the ramp. In addition, Ken Lukehart 
was responsible for providing the special 
metal piece needed for the project’s com-
pletion.  
 Along with the material, some special 
tools were required for the construction 
of the ramp. Many of these were pro-
vided by Rick Estes and Weiser schools. 
Once both the materials and tools were 
collected, volunteer builders were need-
ed. 
 Weiser High School shop teacher Jon 

Lundberg took on the project as the lead 
builder. He received assistance from John 
Wootton, who serves as chairman of the 
Love INC board. 
 While project planning, collecting of 
building materials and tools, and organ-
izing volunteers took about two months 
to complete, the actual construction part 
was accomplished in about a week. 
 Unfortunately, by the time the ramp 
was completed and ready for use, Nancy 
Bartoschek, who had been hospitalized 
and later moved to a care facility, passed 
away without getting a chance to use it.
 However, as Ken himself has begun 
having some trouble with walking and 
climbing stairs, he will be able to enjoy 
the ramp for himself. 
 With larger projects such as this one 
being more uncommon for Love INC to 
participate in, Love INC was happy and 
excited to help the local couple. With 
their help and generosity of the donors 
and volunteers, a project that normally 
would cost a couple of thousand dollars 
required only $278. 
 “I would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who donated their time, money, 
or tools to make this happen. It was a re-
ally generous project. It would have been 
several thousand dollars to accomplish 
that project and we were able to do it un-
der three-hundred dollars because almost 
everything was donated,” Pam Burris 
said.  

Love INC, volunteers team up 
to build ramp for local couple
Most of the materials were donated for project

Have News to Report? 
Call 549-1717

Have News to Report? Call 549-1717

Wednesday, August 19

Annual
Excellence

in 
Exhibition

2020 Washington
County Fair Results



My wife, Cathy, and I had the 
chance to get away camping 
for a few days last week.  

  It was nice  to be  in  the hills fishing, 
hiking, soaking in hot springs in the cool 
mornings, and sitting in 
our lawn chairs in the river 
on the hot afternoons.  
 I would have gone bike 
riding, except that one tube 
just decided to blow a few 
minutes before I even had 
a chance to use it. I guess it 
was too hot.
  We  came  back  to  find 
that there was a tremen-
dous outpouring of sup-
port for the Loudermilk 
family in just the short 
time we were gone.  
 It is truly heartwarming 
to know that Washington 
County is the kind of place that supports 
each other in times of need. This is a 
great community.  
 With that said, our hearts, prayers, and 
support will continue going out to the 
Loudermilk family as they go through 
this difficult time. 
 It was good to get away, but it is now 
time to get back to work.
 We are now at 190 COVID-19 cases 
in the county. This is a 14.5 percent in-
crease from the week before. The White 
House’s report, breaking down the cases 
state by state and county by county, con-
tinues to place Washington County in 
the “Red Zone.”  

 The Idaho Department of Health and 
Welfare places our county just below this 
in the “Orange Zone.” The difference is 
in the target number for new cases per 
100,000 people. 

 The state does not ex-
pect to be able to elimi-
nate the spread and so has 
a higher number used in 
their matrix.  
 In either category, the 
recommendations are the 
same with using masks, 
hand washing, distancing, 
and limiting the size of 
crowds.  
 Controlling the spread 
of this virus is the re-
sponsibility of each of us.  
Please do your part.
 One of the projects we 
are working on here at 

the city is the possibility of combining 
the city and rural fire departments. Mike 
Hopkins, your city councilman, is head-
ing up the team looking into this.  
 The target is to objectively analyze 
past expenses for both departments, 
project expenses if combined, project 
cost savings, analyze tax implications, 
project impact to the city for a new fire 
truck if the departments are not com-
bined, and impact to homeowners for 
homeowner’s insurance if the city does 
not purchase a fire truck and our fire rat-
ing diminishes. It is a big project, but is 
in very capable hands.
 Another project being worked on in-

volves our weed, junk, and debris ordi-
nance. We are looking at other city or-
dinances in Idaho who have dealt with 
this successfully to try to build on their 
knowledge.  This will also involve your 
city council members.  
 If you have input on what you would 
like to see, please let me or one of your 
council members know. At this point we 
are looking at an abatement program 
where, as a last resort, the city would 
clean up the property in question and 
add the expense to the individual prop-
erty owner’s taxes for the following year 
as allowed by Idaho statute.
 In other city business, State Street will 
be blocked off from Court Street to West 
Park Street until Friday, Aug. 7, to con-
tinue a project to upgrade the water lines 
in town.
 The RV dump site is coming along 
nicely. The sewer and water are almost 
complete. The project should be done 
well before the target date of Labor 
Day.   
 It has been interesting and rewarding 
to watch the water, wastewater, street, 
and electrical departments all working 
together to get this project cranked out 
quickly.  If you see any of these guys, 
please thank them, especially if you own 
an RV.
 Also, the swimming pool’s end of sea-
son will be Aug. 15.  If you plan on using 
the pool this summer and haven’t, you 
should probably get there in a hurry!
 Well, that’s it for this week.  We live in 
such a great community!

LETTERS POLICY
 We strive to cover all the news and entertainment 
important to the people of Washington County, Idaho. 
Our entire staff takes part in the decision-making process 
of what appears in these pages and all content is locally 
generated. If you have a story idea, please contact any 
of the people you see here. 
 The personal columns and letters appearing elsewhere 
on this page, and others, represent the opinions of single 
individuals and do not necessarily reflect the position 
of the newspaper. The WSA welcomes and encourages 
your Letters to the Editor. We will print all signed, 
original letters of local interest. Letters should not be 
more than 350 words long and be typed. Please provide 
a phone number for verification. 
 We will not publish letters that are libelous in nature 
and reserve the right to edit all material for spelling, 
grammar, length and content. Letters of thanks are of-
fered at a reduced price in our classified section. 
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Commentary by u.s. sen. mike Crapo

Defense bill supports nation’s servicemembers

From the mayor’s desk

It’s time to get back to work after camping trip

Mayor Randy Hibberd

Editor: 
 After learning the Wash-
ington County Commis-
sioners decided against any 
mandate that requires face 
coverings in the county it 
boggles my mind.
 The state of Idaho now has 
more cases than the state of 
Oregon and we have half the 
population.  
 We have also been men-
tioned in the “New York 
Times” and the “Washington 
Post” in the past as one state 
unwilling to require masks 
for its citizens.  
 According to a new Har-
vard University Global 

Health Institute report, Ida-
ho is one of 13 states that 
should lock down immedi-
ately. 
 People here talk about 
their rights about not wear-
ing masks, and I say, “What 
about my rights staying safe 
from people who don’t wear 
masks?”  
 We have to wear seatbelts 
while driving vehicles, but 
we whine about wearing a 
mask while running into a 
store. I struggle to understand 
that mentality. 
 I’m aware of people who 
have tested positive for coro-
navirus and exhibit little, if no 
symptoms, and have refused 
to self quarantine. 
 It shows a total disregard 
for the health, welfare and 
safety of the community, 

state and country, as well as a 
lack of moral character.  
 Don’t tell me this is their 
right. It is not their right, 
but everyone looks the oth-
er way. Shame on us and 
shame on the governor for 
not making some tough de-
cisions.
 Because of people’s stub-
bornness and lack of knowl-
edge, we are repeating the 
devastation of the 1918 pan-
demic, which killed more 
than 50 million people world-
wide.  
 What does this state not 
get? We can’t change every-
one’s thoughts but we can do 
what’s right for the majority 
of people, not just the igno-
rant few.

 Diane Brandt
Weiser

Editor:
 A big thank you to the 
folks at True Value. I stopped 
to make a purchase and 
put on my mask. It inter-
fered with a hearing aid and 
it fell to the pavement. 
 I didn’t notice until at a 
campground in McCall. I 
called and described about 
where I was parked. A nice 
man and lady searched 
and found it. It was held for 
me. 
 They saved me a bunch of 
money and hassle. Thanks to 
all for the extra effort.

Jim Bradbury
Bend, Ore.

Make the tough 
decision – require 
use of face masks

Visitor thankful for 
help finding lost 
hearing aid

One of the most criti-
cal jobs of Congress 
is providing for our 

national defense, and this is 
the 60th consecutive year that 
Congress has fulfilled its con-
stitutional duty.  
 Our country’s Founders 
delineated this responsibility 
in Section 8 of our Consti-
tution, providing Congress 
with the power to fund the 
common defense of the Unit-
ed States.  
 Congress has been mov-
ing forward with enacting 
the Fiscal Year 2021 National 
Defense Authorization Act 
(FY21 NDAA) to support 
our nation’s servicemembers 
as they prepare for and re-

spond to national threats. 
  While  the  final  details  of 
the legislation are expected 
to be worked out between the 
U.S. Senate, House of Rep-
resentatives and the Trump 
administration, the Senate 
passed FY21 NDAA by a 
vote of 86 to 14. 
 The legislation includes 
the following important 
measures:
  • A 3 percent pay raise for 
our troops;
  •  Prioritizes  support  for 
family readiness, including 
spouse employment opportu-
nities and child care;
  •Ensures previous reforms 
to the military privatized 
housing program and to the 

military health system are im-
plemented to rigorous stand-
ards; and
  •Repairs  gaps  and  weak-
nesses in the supply chain 
that the ongoing pandemic 
exposed and exacerbated.
 The legislation also in-
cludes reforms aimed at im-
proving the U.S. Department 
of Defense’s stewardship of 
taxpayer dollars and support 
system for our troops in the 
field.  
 Reforms included in the 
legislation would also ad-
dress how the Department re-
cruits and retains top civilian 
talent, particularly in high-
demand science, technology 
and acquisition fields.

 Throughout the process 
of crafting the legislation, I 
have advocated for additional 
priorities to enhance defense 
capabilities and advance Ida-
ho’s nuclear energy efforts, 
which include the following 
provisions in the Senate-
passed bill:
  •$137.8  million  for 
sitewide safeguards and secu-
rity at Idaho National Labora-
tory.
  •$294  million  for  INL 
cleanup programs.
  •$5  million  for  directed 
energy counter-unmanned 
aerial systems technology to 
address capability needs in 

see CRAPO, Page 6



 

Just something to think about
 I am so thankful for this time 
in my life. My sons are now good 
men. I have a pretty good dog. She 
is a good watch dog, although she’d 
rather bark at dogs than someone at 
the door.
 My books and music surround me 
with good vibes. I love my daily Bi-
ble study and devotionals. I also love 
going to church. 
 I feel sorry for the churches in 

California that have been told that 
they cannot sing in church, and some 
of the churches are closed. Sad!
 Our country was founded, be-
cause England refused to allow re-
ligious freedom. Our country has 
been considered a Christian nation 
since its inception. I pray that we can 
live up to that.
 Just something to think about.

C. Shaw

Your Faith
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SAINT AGNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Gerald J. Funke
214 E. Liberty • 208-549-0088
Saturday Confessions: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
English Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
English Sunday Mass: 9 a.m.
Spanish Sunday Mass: 12 p.m.
English Daily Mass, Mon.: 12:10 p.m. Tues.-
Wed.: 7:30 a.m.
Friday Spanish Mass: 12:10 p.m. 
First Saturday Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Cambridge Sun. Mass: 10 a.m. or 3:30 p.m.*
Council Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. or 3:30 p.m.*
*alternating between Missions

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
E. First and Liberty Streets - 208 606-9964
Services - 10 a.m. Sundays
Blake Coats, Priest - 208-414-1994
www.saintlukes.episcopalidaho.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
103 W. Liberty - 208-549-2827
Church School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Wed., Prayer & Bible Study - 1:30 p.m.

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Hunter Mizar - 208-414-0135
Sunday School – 
Children - 9:45 a.m.
Adults - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.
Caravans, Wednesday, after school
510 E. Indianhead Rd.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
FIRST WARD
Bishop Judd Tolman - 208-549-1864
Sacrament - 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Group Lessons - 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
SECOND WARD
Bishop Ammon Nordgren - 208-549-1868
Sacrament - 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Group Lessons - 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
THIRD WARD
Bishop Mike Garrison - 208-549-1872
Sacrament - 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Group Lessons - 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Directory of  Churches
WEISER CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1299 E. Second - 208-414-0270 
Worship Service-11:00a.m.
Sunday School-10:00 a.m.
Tues. Evening Study-6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Morning Study-10 a.m.
Lyndon Haines, Pastor
CORNERSTONE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
515 E. Court St. - 208-549-2103
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
Sunday Evening - 6 p.m.
Wed. Prayer - 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study - 7 p.m.
Youth Group, Children’s 
 Classes - 7 p.m.
Mark Burgess, Pastor
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
26 W. Liberty Street- 208-414-1087
Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Disciple Training - 6 p.m.
Wednesday: Bible Application 
& Prayer - 6 p.m.
Pastor Steven Ruth

283 E. Commercial
 208-414-1302

CHAMPION
HOME BUILDERS CO.

Sunnyside
208-549-1410

KINGDOM HALL OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Every Sunday-Public Meeting-10 a.m.
Watch Tower Study-10:30 a.m.
Mid-week Meeting 
Thursday-7:00 p.m. 1750 W. 7th St.

Contract ID# 13403

Weiser
Plumbing

Service, LLC

827 E. Commercial 
208-549-0386

E. of Weiser
208-414-1102

Compliments of Management
and Employees

602 Hwy. 95 - Weiser
208-549-3310

www.hometownmotors.com

CCB #116071

Riverside Baptist 
 Truth is in short supply 
these days. There is much 
speculation and opinion 
but little truth. 
 Issues are hotly debated 
on social media with more 
fire than light. One of the 
reasons our nation is so di-
vided is that we can’t even 
agree on what is truth.
 The apostle Paul, in 
Acts 22, was beaten by 
a hostile mob and put in 
chains by the Roman au-
thorities. The mob was 
convinced of his guilt 
based on half truths and 
outright lies. Amazingly, 
Paul requested that he be 
given an opportunity to 
make a defense.
 Paul’s defense wasn’t 

his own opinion or specu-
lation. Paul didn’t defend 
himself. He defended the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. He 
told the story of the divine 
appointment from God to 
turn to Christ. He shared 
the story of the day that he 
saw the light and met Je-
sus the Savior. All believ-
ers have a story to tell of 
how they met Jesus. He is 
the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. Let’s stand up for the 
truth of the gospel!
 “In your hearts honor 
Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a rea-
son for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentle-
ness and respect, having a 

good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, 
those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ 
may be put to shame. For 
it is better to suffer for do-
ing good, if that should be 
God’s will, than for doing 
evil.” (1 Peter 3:15-17, 
ESV).
 Our church meets on 
Sundays at 10:45 a.m. for 
worship. We are currently 
having a service for high 
risk folks at 9:30 a.m. 
 If you have any ques-
tions about this article, 
the Bible, or our church 
please feel free to email us 
at rbcweiser@gmail.com. 
Our church website is riv-
ersidechurchweiser.com.

     Pastor Ian Ross

Stand up for the truth!

Please bring donated items to Love INC
722 West Idaho • 414-5683

Food of the week: 
Stew and ready to eat soup

TRUE VINE PENTECOSTAL 
FELLOWSHIP AND CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL
738 E. Main St. • 208-550-4938
Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service - 7 p.m.
Pastors Tim and Rhonda Cannon
WEISER MARANATHA SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Highway 95 North of Weiser
Saturdays
Song Service 9:20 a.m.
Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.
Church 11:00 a.m.
2nd & 4th weeks 
Vegetarian Fellowship Dinner 12 p.m.
Pastor Angel Acevedo - 208-810-0602
CHURCH OF CHRIST
595 E. 2nd and Liberty St.
Sunday School - 4 p.m.
Sunday Services - 5 p.m.
Wednesday Service - 7 p.m.
Minister Kevin Hooper
RIVERSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy. 95 South - 208-549-2210
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Pastor Ian Ross - 208-549-8343

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 East Court Street - 208-549-2563
Worship Service - 5 p.m. Sunday
Pastor Christian Zimmerman
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays
WEISER WORSHIP CENTER
P.O. Box 776
208-549-2677
Sunday Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
at Weiser Senior Center
115 E. Main St. 
Pastor Sisto and Nicole Zavala
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA)
718 State Street
Prelude of Praise - 9:45 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Coffee Hour - 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Daryl Wilson - 208-549-9779

GOD BLESS AMERICA

Be Still, and know that i am God

But those who wait upon the LORD shall re-
new their strength; They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31

St. Luke’s Episcopal
by Carolyn Wesner
 The early Christian 
Church (think 1st century) 
quickly became a melt-
ing pot of many different 
kinds of people. Of course 
they all brought their own 
culture, language, dress 
and customs to the little 
organization – just be-
cause they all loved Jesus 
didn’t mean they gave up 
being who they were!
 “But wait” said some. 
“You all need to be doing 
things THIS way, as we 
did in my home town.” 
Or maybe others said 
“We need to be using the 
Greek language in church 
– it’s the best way!” and 
still others declared “Hey, 
women and children 
should be seen and not 
heard – that’s how we do 

it in my culture!” And of 
course the bulk of the first 
members were Jewish, 
with their ancient laws and 
customs so they wanted 
everyone to become Jews 
first and Christians next.
 The 12 disciples of Je-
sus (the first leaders in 
charge) and Paul the Apos-
tle listened to everyone, 
prayed for some solutions, 
and held meetings to form 
a plan. 
 Paul said “you know, 
in Christ there IS NO Jew 
or Greek, male or female, 
slave or freeman – all of 
us are equal in Christ!” 
In other words, let’s stop 
trying to enforce our own 
cultures and nationalities 
on everyone else, let’s 
love one another as Jesus 
wanted, let’s give way 
to our own opinions and 

put others first, let’s share 
and share alike with our 
food, our means, and our 
possessions. After all, we 
pretty much all want the 
same things; we just have 
different ways of getting 
there.
 Basic human needs are 
simple and universal: a 
warm, dry home; a good 
education for the kids; 
medical care when we get 
sick; meaningful work; 
friends who encourage us; 
and peaceful passage at 
the end. We do have dif-
ferent ideas of how to ac-
complish life, but always 
be kind and love one an-
other as God loves us all. 
 St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Weiser will still 
be closed through August, 
but listen for the bell Sun-
days at 11 a.m.

We all have things in common

WEISER COMMUNITY CHURCH
240 E. Main - 208-549-9030
Sunday School - 8:45 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour - 11:15 a.m.
Wed,: High School Youth - 6:30 p.m.
Small groups throughout the week.
Steve Penner, Pastor

Church of the Redeemer
 O, Father, Holy Lord, Almighty one, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, hallowed 
be Your name. Life down here can hurt 
so badly. We look to the hills. Where does 
our help come? It comes from You! There 
is none higher, greater, more loving, more 
gracious, more just – so in You must we 
put all our trust.
 When Your only Son descended to 
death in the waters of baptism and by the 
Spirit raised into new and transformed 
life, proclaimed from Heaven came Your 
voice, “this is My Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” When given a foretaste of His 
high holy glory, it was added, “listen to 
Him!”
 Are we listening? When evils come 
and tempt to sway us, do we turn a blind 
eye and deaf ear to go our own way, to 
the right or to the left? Either way we no 
longer walk the narrow path that leads to 
life. Then, Jesus’ own words resound, “he 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spir-
it says.” “I am the way, the truth and the 
life.” “Follow Me.” 
 When asked, it were these commands 
deemed the greatest of them all – “Love 

the Lord your God, with all of heart, soul, 
mind, and strength.” And the second much 
like the first, “love your neighbor as your-
self.” Teach us to love ourselves just as 
You love us!
 These commands we do not have within 
us to obey. But You knew and thus it was 
Your plan. There is no one righteous, not 
even one! It was Jesus who fulfilled the 
law. Repent and turn to God. This was 
Your desire that we comprehend. To lean 
not on our own understanding, but Yours. 
We are made righteous by Christ’s own 
sacrifice when once we believe!
 By grace through faith alone, and not 
of ourselves, it is Your gift we be saved 
from the futility of our own existence 
and brought eternally into Your presence, 
where times of refreshing may come.
 Apart from You we are consumed by the 
water and flame of the raging storms of 
life. Though we live, so shall we die. But 
in You, O, Father, Holy Lord, Almighty 
one, Creator of Heaven and Earth, do we 
find the true life our hearts so yearn for. 
Though dead, so shall we live. Forever-
more, amen – Jody R Goode, redeemer-
weiser@gmail.com.

We come to you on bended knee



by Steve Lyon
 The Western Idaho 
Community Action Part-
nership (WICAP) office 
in Weiser has been as-
sisting with rent, utility 
and food for Washington 
County residents impacted 
by COVID-19, an official 
with the nonprofit said.
 Carrie Palmer, who 
is the new director of 
community services for 
WICAP, recently updated 
county commissioners on 
the programs provided by 
the social services agency 
in a seven-county region. 
 Palmer said WICAP 
has received some federal 
relief funds through the 
CARES Act and also from 
the state to provide assist-
ance to people impacted 
by COVID-19. Just as fast 
as the grant money comes 
in, it is spent assisting resi-
dents.
 In June, WICAP handed 
out 900 food boxes and 
helped 400 families with 
rental assistance, utility 
bills, gas cards and other 
services in the counties the 
agency serves.
 WICAP was able to use 
funding to help a woman 
fix her water pipes and re-
store water service at her 
house. She had gone with-
out running water for a 
couple of months, Palmer 
said.
 During the COVID-19 
pandemic the Weiser of-
fice located on West Main 
Street has been closed to 
the public. Employees 
continue to work in the of-
fice and are taking phone 
calls. Some are working 

remotely from home.
 “We’re still servicing 
families and we’re still 
providing food,” Palmer 
said.
 WICAP employee Ste-
ve Morningstar said food 
boxes are given out at the 
Weiser office on Tuesday 
and Thursday from 1:30 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Families 
that need food pull up in 
front of the office and pre-
pared boxes are brought 
out to the vehicle. There 
is no contact between 
WICAP employees and 
families receiving food.
 Morningstar said 128 
families in Washington 
County received food 
boxes in July through the 
Weiser office. Each family 
receives 110 to 150 pounds 
of food. Families have to 
be residents of Washington 
County.
 WICAP also has been 
referring people who have 
been financially impacted 
by COVID-19 to the Idaho 
Housing Association for 
help with rent and util-
ity bills. The IHA offers 
short-term assistance for 
those who qualify through 
its Housing Preservation 
Program.
 Palmer said the number 
of programs offered by 
WICAP continues to grow 
as does the demand for 
services. 
 WICAP has applied for 
a fatherhood grant to work 
with incarcerated parents 
of children. The program 
will be designed to support 
dads in their relationships 
with their children when 
they are released from jail 

and help keep those re-
lationships alive, Palmer 
said.
 “We’re excited about 
that if we get it,” she said.
 Another WICAP pro-
gram called Project 
LAUNCH (Linking Ac-
tions for Unmet Needs in 
Children’s Health) is de-
signed to address the phys-
ical, social, emotional, 
cognitive and behavioral 
aspects of child develop-
ment from infant to age 8.
 The grant-funded pro-
gram employs resiliency 
advocates who engage in 
educating caregivers on 
evidence-based strategies 
to support improved out-
comes for young children 
and their families. 
 Resiliency advocates 
join with families and 
community partners to 
identify children’s unmet 
needs, then develop indi-
vidualized planning that 
guides families access to 
resources as well as pro-
viding direct services.
 Palmer’s visit with 
county commissioners 
coincided with FY 2021 
budget preparations. 
Commissioners contrib-
uted $10,000 in support for 
WICAP in fiscal year 2020 
and plan to continue with 
that contribution amount 
in FY 2021.
 Commissioners said 
WICAP could request the 
funds anytime during the 
next fiscal year and doesn’t 
have to wait until the end 
of FY 2021. They also re-
quested WICAP provide a 
summary of how the funds 
are spent.
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The WICAP office in Weiser provides food boxes to families that reside in 
Washington County every week on Tuesdays and Thursdays. While the local 
office is not currently open to the public for walk-in traffic due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, staff members are conducting business over the phone. 

WICAP assists local residents impacted by COVID-19
Nonprofit is also expanding number of programs it offers in seven-county service area

by Steve Lyon
 A nationwide coin 
shortage has banks ration-
ing rolls of nickels, dimes 
and quarters and business-
es asking people to bring 
in their change to swap for 
dollar bills. 
 A sign posted at the 
Payette branch of Wells 
Fargo bank notifies cus-
tomers that it is currently 
unable to provide rolled 
coins for customers. The 
bank is also limiting busi-
nesses to one roll of coins 
per denomination.
 The coin crunch can 
be blamed on the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. People 
have not been spending 
as much cash over the 
past few months during 
stay-home orders, and 
the slump in economic 
activity has reduced the 

amount of coins that go to 
the banks. 
 Now that the economy 
is reopening, and as more 
people get back to shop-
ping and eating out, there 
simply is not enough coins 
in circulation to meet de-
mand. 
 According to the Feder-
al Reserve Bank, business 
and bank closures associ-
ated with the COVID-19 
pandemic have disrupted 
the supply chain and nor-
mal circulation patterns 
for coins. 
 There is an adequate 
amount of coins in the 
economy, the Fed says, 
but the slower pace of cir-
culation has reduced in-
ventories in some areas of 
the country, the Fed said.
 There were also pro-
duction issues at the U.S. 

Mint, which manufactur-
ers the nation’s coin sup-
ply. Staffing was reduced 
at some facilities due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 Businesses that go 
through lots of coins, 
such as laundromats and 
car washes, are especially 

feeling the pinch. Some 
stores are asking for exact 
change for purchases, or 
asking customers to use 
debit or credit cards. Oth-
ers are rounding transac-
tions to the nearest dollar 
to avoid making change.
 Dave Coleman, owner 

of Pioneer Express con-
venience store in Weiser, 
said it’s been harder to get 
quarters in bulk and $10 
bills. He used to make 
change for people who 
needed quarters for the 
car wash across the street, 
but he’s had to cut back.
 He said he now has to 
order $10 bills and quar-
ters a week in advance 
from the bank. Of all the 
denominations, $10 bills 
seem to be in the short-
est supply as far as paper 
money, he said.
 “It works out OK. I 
just have to make sure we 
don’t run out,” Coleman 
said. 
 The branch manager 
at the Columbia Bank in 
Weiser said she has not 
seen a local coin shortage.  
She can’t order as much 

coins from the federal re-
serve these days, but she 
has not had to limit what 
businesses can get. 
 “I don’t think it’s huge 
issue in this area,” Terri 
Fritts said. 
 “Not yet,” she added.
 Fritts’ bank branch or-
ders coins from a differ-
ent Federal Reserve bank 
than other Columbia Bank 
branches in Oregon and 
Washington, which are 
seeing some coin short-
ages, she said.
 Aside from the coin 
shortage related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
macro trend is leading 
toward a cash-less soci-
ety. More people are us-
ing debit cards, and there 
are many digital payment 
apps that can be down-
loaded onto a smartphone. 

Nationwide coin shortage not a problem in Weiser
In other areas, customers asked to pay with exact change, debit or credit cards

from page 4

Defense bill includes money for projects at Idaho National Laboratory
airbase defense, precision strike 
and aircraft protection.
 Additionally, my colleagues 
and I were successful in secur-
ing authorization of the Nuclear 
Energy Leadership Act to boost 
nuclear energy innovation by fos-
tering partnerships between indus-

try and our national laboratories, 
including the INL, to demonstrate 
the next generation of advanced 
nuclear reactors to provide clean, 
safe, affordable and reliable en-
ergy production and advance na-
tional security interests. 
 On July 21, 2020, the House of 

Representatives passed its version 
of the FY21 NDAA by a vote of 
295 to 125.  
 As the details of the final legisla-
tion are resolved, I will continue to 
advocate for provisions important 
to Idaho and our nation’s defense.  
 I look forward to enactment of 

a final version of the FY21 NDAA 
that effectively backs American 
servicemembers, honors their 
enormous contributions to our 
security and protection of our 
freedoms and provides for their 
expedient and successful return to 
our communities following their 

service.  
 Fulfillment of this task is an es-
sential part of our congressional 
responsibility and duty to the mili-
tary families who give so much to 
our great country.  
 Mike Crapo is the senior U.S. 
senator from Idaho.
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by Steve Lyon
 Members of the Weiser city council 
declined to allow a tractor and truck 
pulling sled event that promoters said 
could bring 500 participants and specta-
tors to town.
 The city council said the Laird prop-
erty next to Mortimer’s Island has never 
been used for a commercial event be-
fore and allowing an event on Aug. 22 
would be unprecedented. There was also 
concern about COVID-19 and the pos-
sibility that a large gathering would take 
place on city property.
 City officials said they were not op-
posed to possibly allowing the event in 
the future and invited the promoters to 
come back and talk about a 2021 date. 
Between now and then, the city will de-
velop rules and regulations governing 
commercial use of the Laird property 
and come up with a contract.
 Corey and Matt Petero appeared be-
fore the city council last month request-
ing to hold the pulling sled event on city 
property near Mortimer’s Island. It’s the 
same location used by the Weiser mud 
drags every October. While the mud 
drags are a city fire department fund-
raiser, the sled pull would be a commer-
cial event that would require rules, regu-
lations and a contract, city officials said.
 The Peteros said the event in Weiser 
likely would attract spectators and par-
ticipants from Utah and Oregon, where 
motorsports events have been closed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Idaho 
is still in stage 4 of reopening, which al-
lows public gatherings.
 The promoters turned to the city for a 
potential venue for the event after plans 
to hold it at Fred Hust rodeo arena were 
cancelled. The Peteros own the Believe 
Pulling Sled and would be in charge of 
everything related to the event, includ-
ing handling concessions and track 
preparations. 
 The sled pulling involves both regu-
lar and modified gas and diesel trucks 
and supercharged, multi-engine tractors. 
The competition pits rigs against each 
other to see how far they can drag the 
Believe Pulling Sled farther down the 
350-foot track. The promoters expected 

30-40 local trucks to enter the competi-
tion, along with pro tractors.
 Council member Dan Randleman of-
fered support for the Peteros and said 
the event offered a good opportunity 
to promote economic development and 
tourism in Weiser. 
 “It sounds good to me,” he said.
 In a normal year, the city would prob-
ably jump at the chance to host the sled 
pull and bring in 500 people, council 
member Larry Hogg said, but 2020 has 
not been a normal year. He said many 
events were cancelled in June due to 
COVID-19 and questioned if it would 
be fair to let this event happen.
 Council member Cliff Barberis said 
the event would be a great way to show-
case Weiser. He said he would like to 
see it happen as long as the number of 
COVID-19 cases do not skyrocket.
 After hearing the plans for the event, 
city council members decided not to act 
immediately on the request and referred 
the issue to a city committee to review. 
They told the promoters they would 
have a decision by July 29. The Peter-
os were hoping to hold the sled pull on 
Aug. 22. 
 The committee took up the proposed 
event and forwarded a recommendation 
to the city council that it not be allowed 
this year. The city council upheld the 
committee’s recommendations at a spe-
cial council meeting on July 27.
 Following the city council’s decision, 
Mayor Randy Hibberd said the commit-
tee reviewed the proposed event and de-
cided that the city was not prepared to 
enter into a contract right now to allow 
commercial events on the Laird prop-
erty.
 Hibberd said the city didn’t want to 
rush into an agreement. If the city coun-
cil decides to move forward with allow-
ing commercial use of the property in 
the future, it will be a thorough process 
to cover any and all liability issues.
 The number of people that might at-
tend from out of state as Weiser’s COV-
ID-19 cases continue to go up was also 
raised during discussion. The promoters 
said they could cancel the event with 48 
hours notice. 

City council declines to allow use 
of property for commercial event
Promoters of truck and tractor sled pulling 
competition invited to come back in 2021

The owners of the Believe Pulling Sled, which looks similar to the sled above, 
asked Weiser officials if they could hold a tractor and truck pull next to Mor-
timer’s Island on city owned property. City leaders said the property had never 
been rented for a commercial event. They declined to allow the event until they 
can develop rules for use of the property and a contract. They liked the idea 
of bringing the event to Weiser and told the promoters to come back in 2021.
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Field fires keep rural firefighters busy

School district drafts reopening plan

Weiser senior center open for lunch

County's June jobless numbers drop

Right, Weiser Mayor Randy Hibberd administers the oaths of office to 
new Weiser Police Department officers Michael Carrell, Joshua Pratt and 
Nicholas Randall on July 29 at city hall. Above, Hibberd presents officer 
Hayden Newbold with his certificate for successfully completing Idaho’s 
POST Academy. Courtesy photos

Weiser mayor swears in new police officers at city hall

have the option of dining 
in the center or grabbing 
lunch to take home. 
 “It’s completely up to 
them if they want to sit 
and eat or take it and go,” 
Huerta said. 
 Those over age 60 are 
asked to pay a suggested 
donation of $5 for lunch. 
The cost for others under 
age 60 is $5 for lunch.
 The COVID-19-related 
closure of the senior center 
on March 20 did not im-
pact the Meals on Wheels 
program. The number of 
people served by Meals 
on Wheels actually went 
up during the senior center 
closure as more seniors 
stayed home. 
 Meals on Wheels pro-

vides the homebound in 
the community with a nu-
tritious meal for lunch. 
Those who are over age 60 
and are basically disabled 
and unable to cook or drive 
are eligible for a free meal. 
 The Meals on Wheels 
driver is taking extra pre-
cautions while delivering 
meals during the coronavi-
rus crisis, including wear-
ing gloves and a face mask 
and using plenty of hand 
sanitizer. 
 The driver also makes 
daily contact and checks 
on the well-being of sen-
iors she visits.
 Ken Bartoschek was 
a regular for lunch at the 
center before it closed due 
to COVID-19. He picked 

up a takeout meal while 
the center was closed but 
was back on Monday for a 
sit-down meal.
 Delbert Kuntz also 
stopped by for lunch on 
Monday and found a spot 
at a table to sit and chat. 
During the months the 
senior center was closed, 
he also picked up takeout 
lunch almost daily.
 The senior center shuttle 
bus is also operating Mon-
day through Friday. Call 
the center at 208-414-0750 
before 10 a.m. for a ride to 
the center for lunch. 
 The popular bingo night 
at the senior center will 
return next Monday night. 
The doors open at 6 p.m. 
and games start shortly. 

Road in the Annex, Ore., 
area. When fire crews ar-
rived at 9:10 a.m., they 
found a tire service truck 
in the field completely en-
gulfed in flames. The burn-
ing truck sent black smoke 
billowing into the sunny 
morning sky.
 A farmer pulling a disc 
behind a tractor was able 
to carve a fire break around 
the flames and contain the 
fire to less than an acre. 
People in the field with 
shovels also were trying to 
knock down the fire.
 Firefighters were able 
to douse the burning tire 
service truck quickly. The 
truck was a total loss. The 
burning grain also was put 
out within a few minutes. 
There was less than an acre 
of standing grain lost in the 
fire.

 WARFD Fire Chief Tim 
Atwood said the Point S 
tire service truck out of 
Payette is believed to have 
started the fire in the field. 
 The truck drove into 
the grain field to repair a 
flat tire on a combine that 
had just started harvesting 
grain. It was not long be-
fore hot exhaust or a spark 
ignited grain stubble be-
neath the truck.
 The rural fire depart-
ment sent a command ve-
hicle, two brush trucks, a 
water tender and a struc-
ture engine to the fire. A 
second water tender that 
was stationed at the Mann 
Creek fire station north of 
Weiser was not needed.
 Last Wednesday, ru-
ral fire crews were called 
out to a grain field on fire 
off Krause Road south of 

Weiser. 
 A farmer driving a 
swather was windrow-
ing a harvested grain field 
in preparation for bal-
ing straw when the field 
caught on fire. About 25 
acres burned before the fire 
was out. 
 Atwood said fires in 
grain fields are not uncom-
mon. All it takes is a spark 
on a hot, dry day to start a 
fire and grain and stubble 
will burn.
 After a week of dry, hot 
temperatures, and virtually 
no precipitation for all of 
July, vegetation is all but 
completely dried out in 
the area heading into the 
month of August.
 “We’re well into the 
wildland fire season, so 
people need to be careful,” 
Atwood said.

Department of Labor.
 The county recorded 
its highest unemploy-
ment rate this year in 
April at 9.2 percent. It 
was a sudden and severe 
increase from the pre-
COVID-19 pandemic 
unemployment rate of 3 
percent in March.
 Neighboring counties 
also saw big jumps in 

their jobless rate in April. 
Payette’s unemployment 
rate rose to 9.4 percent. 
To the north, sparsely 
populated Adams County 
climbed to 18.4 percent.
 The state’s unemploy-
ment rate also fell to 5.6 
percent in June as the 
state’s economy contin-
ued to reopen. June’s un-
employment rate dropped 

3.4 percentage points 
from a revised rate of 9 
percent in May and down 
from April’s historic high 
of 11.8 percent. 
 Previous peak unem-
ployment rates for the 
state include 10.2 percent 
for December of 1982 
and 9.6 percent for June 
of 2006 at the peak of the 
Great Recession.

said on Monday that the 
district has not yet come 
up with the hard numbers 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
community that will drive 
the decision on what level 
of education is offered. 
 Administrators and 
trustees hope to announce 
the level of delivery to 
start the new school year 
following the Aug. 10 
school board meeting.
 One Treasure Valley 
school has identified their 
decision points on what 
level of instruction is of-
fered based on positive 
COVID-19 test rates in 
the county and whether 
cases are increasing or 
decreasing, Wilson said.
 The local school reo-
pening plan includes 
input from parents and 
staff and incorporates the 
Idaho Back to School 
Framework released by 
the Idaho State Board of 
Education last month. 
 The framework sets 
expectations, establishes 
guidelines and best prac-
tices for school districts 
across the state to use to 
reopen based on local 
COVID-19 conditions.

 The Weiser draft reo-
pening plan states that 
COVID-19 will be present 
for an extended period of 
time and, despite the safe-
ty precautions that will be 
in place in schools, there 
will be inherent risks of 
exposure for those attend-
ing schools. 
 “The intent of this plan 
is to reduce, not elimi-
nate, the risk of exposure 
during the school day for 
students and staff alike,” 
the document states.
 The plan notes that the 
school district could be 
forced to move from level 
1, which is the traditional 
in-person classroom in-
struction for students five 
days a week, to level 2 
or level 3 instructional 
delivery at any time if 
COVID-19 cases worsen. 
 The district also plans 
to offer a full-time online 
model this fall for in-
struction for parents who 
choose to not send their 
kids to school. 
 The three levels of in-
structional delivery de-
tailed in the reopening 
plan include:
 Level 1: This is the tra-

ditional learning model 
arrangement. All schools 
are open and students at-
tend classes in person 
five days per week. The 
schools will implement 
COVID-19 safety precau-
tions.
 Level 2:  This is a 
blended learning model. 
Students will use a combi-
nation of in-school and at-
home learning. Students 
will be assigned to either 
an “A day schedule” or a 
“B day schedule” and will 
combine in-school learn-
ing and at-home learning. 
Students will participate 
in school activities five 
days a week.
 Level 3: Students par-
ticipate in off-campus 
learning at home five days 
a week. Onsite interven-
tion sessions at schools 
could be possible for 
some at-risk students.
 If a positive case of 
COVID-19 is confirmed 
in a school, the admin-
istration and/or district 
nurse will notify South-
west District Health and 
seek guidance. All staff 
and families who may be 
impacted will be notified. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Nicholas T. Bokides
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 28
Weiser, ID 83672
Telephone: (208) 414-0611 
Fax: (208) 414-0627
nbokide@ruralnetwork.net
ISB #2746

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR 

THE COUNTY OF WASHINGTON
MAGISTRATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF ) 
     )
  DEAN DONALD FAIRCHILD,  )
     )
 Deceased   ) 
CASE NO. CV44-20-0271 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(I.C. 15-3-801)
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned has been 
appointed personal representative of the above-named de-
cedent. All persons having claims against the decedent or the 
estate are required to present their claims within four months 
after the date of the first publication of this Notice or said 
claims will be forever barred.
Claims must be presented to the undersigned at the address 
indicated, and filed with the Clerk of the Court.
DATED this 1st day of July, 2020.
Duane R. Fairchild 
PO Box 82 
Midvale, ID 83645 30-3S

rent or valid class D/op-
erators license, fined $150 
plus $157.50 court costs.
 May 13 - Casey Wil-
liam Bauer, Indian Val-
ley, motor carrier - over 
weight - exceed allowable 
gross loads, fined $25 plus 
$56.50 court costs. Jessica 
M. Camacho-Gonzalez, 
Ontario, driving without 
privileges, fined $127.50 
plus $174.50 court costs.
 May 14 - Del L. Butler, 
Rigby, CFR - inspection, 
repair and maintenance vi-
olation, fined $43.50 plus 
$160.50 court costs. 
 May 15 - James 
Michael Dahl, Weiser, 
failure to provide proof 
of vehicle insurance, fined 

Washington County Court Report
 May 12 - Lois Marie 
Barajas, Ola, failure to 
provide proof of vehicle 
insurance, fined $75 plus 
$56.50 court costs. Oscar 

Ixta, Weiser, failure to 
provide proof of vehicle 
insurance, fined $75 plus 
$56.50 court costs; oper-
ate vehicle without a cur-

$75 plus $56.50 court 
costs. Joseph Heath For-
tin, Cambridge, operate 
vehicle without a current 
or valid class D/operators 
license, fined $401 plus 
$56.5 court costs. Rob-
ert Andrew Matthews Jr., 
Emmett, speeding, fined 
$33.50 plus $56.50 court 
costs. Lori J. Perry, Boise, 
speeding, fined $98.50 
plus $59.50 court costs. 
 May 17 - Tanner James 
Lesley, Kuna, failure to 
register vehicle annually, 
fined $10.50 plus $56.50 
court costs.
 May 18 - Trystan K. 
Krahn, Vale, possession 
of controlled substance, 
fined $1,000 ($800 sus-

pended), sentenced 2 
years determinate time, 3 
years indeterminate time, 
placed on 3 years proba-
tion, plus $1,345.50 court 
costs.
 May 19 - Edvardo Al-
varez, Burley, speeding, 
fined $33.50 plus $59.50 
court costs. Quentin R. 
Thompson, Atascadero, 
speeding, fined $33.50 
plus $56.50 court costs. 
 May 20 - David W. 
Nowlin, Weiser, speeding, 
fined $98.50 plus $56.50 
court costs.
 May 21 - Hector A. 
Ixta, Weiser, driving with-
out privileges, fined $150 
plus $157.50 court costs. 
Stephany Dee Pope, Weis-

er operate vehicle without 
a current or valid class D/
operators license, fined 
$150 plus $157.50 court 
costs. 
 May 22 - Jordan Paul 
Heeringa, Lynden, stop 
sign and yield sign vio-
lations, fined $33.50 
plus $56.50 court costs. 
Michael D. Husted, Port-
land, failure to provide 
proof of vehicle insurance, 
fined $75 plus $56.50 
court costs; failure to se-
cure vehicle registration, 
fined $10.50 plus $56.50 
court costs. Larry L. Pat-
tee, Cambridge, failure to 
provide proof of vehicle 
insurance, fined $75 plus 
$59.50 court costs. 

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 
Weiser Valley Highway District

Notice is hereby given that the Weiser Valley Highway Dis-
trict Board will hold a special meeting for consideration of 
the proposed budget for the fiscal period of October 1, 2020 
through September 30, 2021. Said meeting will be held at 998 
Olds Ferry Road, Weiser, ID 83672, at 7:00 p.m. on August 
11, 2020. At said meeting all interested persons may appear 
and show cause if any they have, why said proposed budget 
not be adopted.

PROPOSED EXPENDITURES FOR 2020-2021
Salaries & Benefits $125,000.00
Utilities 6,000.00
Insurance 22,000.00
Road Improvement 200,000.00
Office & Miscellaneous 15,500.00
Truck & Equipment 65,000.00
Engineering & Professional 37,000.00
Capital Outlay 100,000
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $570,500.00

PROPOSED REVENUE FOR 2020-2021
Taxes $ 53,500.00
Highway User Fund 310,000.00
Forest Apportionment 20,000.00
Other Income 187,000.00
TOTAL REVENUE $570,000.00
Bruce Winegar, Chairman 
Sheri Johnson, Secretary 31-2S

Weiser Area Rural Fire District 
Proposed Budget For Fiscal Year 2020

The budget hearing for the Weiser Area Rural Fire District 
will be held at 7:45 p.m., August 11, 2020. Hearing will be 
held at the fire station meeting room, 167 West Commercial 
Street, Weiser, Idaho. The proposed budget may be exam-
ined at the Rural Fire Station, 167 West Commercial Street, 
Hours 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
REVENUES
Permit Fees 1,000.00
Annex District Contract 12,000.00
Interest Income 3,000.00
Wash. County Sales Tax 20,000.00
Wash. Property Taxes 268,003.00
Wash. County Ag Replacement 7,387.00
Property Tax Replacement 1,893.00

Total Anticipated Revenues 313,283.00
Carry Over Surplus 202,897.00
Total Anticipated Revenues/
Carry Over Surplus 516,180.00
EXPENDITURES
Vehicle fuel 10,000.00
Vehicle Repairs 25,000.00
Bank Charges 500.00
Building Maintenance 12,000.00
Building Improvements 50,000.00
Dues and Subscriptions 2,500.00
Equipment 50,000.00
Equipment Repair 2,500.00
Fireworks Display 750.00
Health Insurance 
Workmans Comp.  3,800.00
Insurance/Tort 12,500.00
Miscellaneous Expense 10,000.00
Office Expense 5,000.00
Employee Retirement (PERSI) 6,000.00
Payroll Tax Expense 8,000.00
Chief’s Wages 7,800.00
Firemen’s Wages 59,000.00
Secretary Wages 4,800.00
Station Wages 43,500.00
Board Member Wages 5,400.00
Professional Services 8,000.00
Supplies 40,000.00
Training 7,500.00
Travel and Meeting Expense 2,500.00
Utilities 10,000.00
Vehicle replacement 129,130.00
Total Expenditures 516,180.00

32-1S

Elected officers in Lions District 39W for 2020-2021 were recently installed. The Lions followed social distancing guidelines for this photo of the officers. From left, 
District Governor Lynn Johnson (Caldwell), First Vice District Governor Kathy Donahue (Star), and Second Vice District Governor Betty Simpson (Weiser). District 
39W is comprised of 35 Lions Clubs in southwest Idaho and eastern Oregon. Lions Clubs International is the world’s largest service organization in over 45,000 clubs 
from over 200 countries with 1.4 million members. Courtesy photo
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